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Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
 

The New Year is upon us and the 
village is looking with optimism 
to what it will bring.  We have 
learned many lessons about  
Covid and how to respond or not 
respond to the pandemic.  These 
were hard lessons that showed 
weaknesses and strengths of our 
system.  Mistakes were made and 
many liberties were taken away. 
These must be restored and 
guarded. 
 

But hope is still there.  We in the 
village applied common sense and 
pragmatic solutions to everyday 
problems and we did well.  Streets 
were maintained, services        
continued uninterrupted and   
development is moving forward. 
Durbin’s Express and Darla’s Deli 
are working on their buildups and 
come Spring they will be open. 
The hotel developer finally got 
approval from the Illinois          
Department of Transportation 
(IDOT) granting him access to the 
property, so he can start building. 
The land acquisition for the       
intersection of 79th Street, Cork 
Avenue and Archer Road was 
completed and reconstruction 
will start in 2023.  There will be 
some inconvenience and we     
apologize for that, but it is neces-
sary and when all is finished, our 
village will be better for it.  The 
old gas station on 84th Place & 
Cork Avenue is finally clean and 

the IEPA release was recorded.  
The property will be put on the 
market for businesses.  
 

The 90th Street Ditch and Street 
Stabilizing Project is going for 
bids and some flooding in the 
Highlands will be alleviated.  
The village hired Burke          
Engineering to start Phase I 
work on ending the flooding 
problems on 75th Street and 
Cork Avenue.  We will also 
start work on bringing         
sidewalks by Wilkins School, 
Thomas Street and Marion 
Drive in compliance with ADA 
regulations. 
 

The plans and projects are 
moving forward and our       
financial outlook is on solid 
footing.  We spend your money 
carefully and where needed. 
We are starting the budget 
process and all is on time.  Our 
budget will be ready and will 
be published so all of you can 
see how the village operates. 
We start by taking last year’s 
revenues, deducting 10% and 
adjusting expenditures to that 
amount.  We have had           
balanced budgets for the last 
10 years and we will continue 
to do that because it works and 
it is the right thing to do.   
 

Our 2022 Winter Wonderland 
and Holiday Program events 
have come and gone.  My      
sincere thanks to our Finance 
Office staff, Public Works staff, 
Building Department staff, the 
Police Department staff,      
Economic Development staff, 
Special Events Committee, 

Trustees, Clerk and all the 
volunteers who worked 
tirelessly to make these 
events a great success!  
 

In conclusion, on behalf of   
myself and all board      
members we wish all of our 

residents and businesses a   
Happy, Healthy and          
Prosperous New Year! 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kris Wasowicz,  

Mayor/Village President 
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Greetings! 
 

FYI… This position requires attendance at all meetings of the Village Board.  The Village 
of Justice Clerk is an elected position, typically serving a four-year term of office.  
 

Duties of the Village Clerk include: 

 Attend all meetings of the Board of Trustees, keep a complete and accurate record 
of all proceedings, and publish and maintain a record of approved minutes 
 Post minutes, audio recordings, Village Board Meetings and other notices as         
required by law 

 Keep Village records, and maintain files of all approved Ordinances, Resolutions and other documents as     
required by law in a systematic order utilizing existing filing structures for easy reference 

 Deliver to the Village President all Ordinances or Resolutions in the Clerk’s charge which are required to be 
approved or acted upon by the President 

 Maintain custody and control over village documents that are not assigned to the custody of some other      
officer 

 Maintain custody of the village seal and affix on documents whenever required 
 Receive nominating papers and certify names of all candidates for local elections entitled to be printed on the 

Election Ballot 
 Perform other duties as may from time to time be delegated by the President and Board of Trustees 
 

BE AWARE 

There has recently been an uptick of catalytic converter thefts in the Chicagoland area and we need your help! If 
you see or hear something out of the ordinary in the overnight hours, be sure to call 911.  Additionally, if anyone 
has information or video of an incident involving catalytic converter thefts, please call the Justice Police               
Department at 708-458-2191. 
 

Here are some tips for preventing vehicle crimes: 

 If you have a garage at home, park inside with the garage door closed 
 Park in well-lit areas 
 Park close to building entrances 
 Use motion-sensing lights for your driveway 
 Consider installing security cameras 
 Set your car's alarm to go off when it detects vibration 
 Be aware that Toyota Prius and Honda CRVs are frequently targeted 
 

IT'S ALL ABOUT PREVENTION 

Winter is upon us and frozen pipes can leave you without water in the worst of weather.  It can cost a lot to repair. 
But with a few simple steps, you can easily preserve both your budget and your peace of mind.  Here are a few tips 
to help prevent your pipes from freezing:  

 Set home thermostats above 55 degrees during cold weather  
 Find shut-off valves for emergencies 
 Insulate pipes in unheated areas 
 Open cupboards and vanities to warm pipes 
 Close inside valves that control the water supply  
 Open the outside spigots to allow them to drain water out 
 Keep the outside valves open so water remaining in the pipe can expand without causing a break  
 When freezing weather is coming, turn off the water to outside spigots and drain all water from the line 
 Drip cold water in the farthest faucet from your main valve.  Moving water keeps pipes from freezing.  
 

I trust that each and every one of you had a safe and happy holiday season. Now… think Spring! 

Dave 



Building Department 

REMINDER – HOME REPAIR FRAUD:  We have had several residents approached by contractors. 
BEWARE: If a contractor or utility employee comes to your door soliciting for any work to be done in or around 
your home; for your safety, DO NOT LET THEM ENTER YOUR HOME without a Village of Justice Solicitor’s  
Permit.  You can check with the Justice Police Department at 708-458-2191 or you can also check with the Build-
ing Department at 708-458-2130 before giving them any money or signing a contract with them.   
The Building Department has a complete list of registered contractors that would be able to guide you if you are 
in need of a contractor. 
 

WINTER MONTHS CAN UNLEASH A SILENT KILLER: 
As the weather cools down, home furnaces are turned on and up, and the chances for carbon monoxide poisoning 
increases.  Carbon monoxide earned its name as the “silent killer” because it is an odorless, colorless and tasteless 
gas that kills many people each year.  You will never know it is in your home. 
It’s important for a professional to inspect your furnace annually and for you to test the carbon monoxide           
detectors in your home monthly, it could save your life. 
Common sources of carbon monoxide are furnaces, space heaters, gas stoves, cars and charcoal grills.  Early 
symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning mimic flu-like symptoms including: headache, nausea, vomiting and   
dizziness.  More serious symptoms are drowsiness, confusion and hearing irregularities which may lead to con-
vulsions, unconsciousness, brain damage and even death.   
 

TIPS TO PREVENT CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING: 
 Install or check carbon monoxide detectors on every floor of your home 
 Hire a trained professional to inspect, clean and tune-up furnaces, vents and chimneys annually 
 Turn off space heaters while sleeping  
 Never heat your home with a gas oven or stove 
 Never leave the car running in the garage, even if the door is open 
 After a carbon monoxide alarm goes off, move to fresh air, either outside or to an open window, account for 

every household member and call 911. 
 

WINTER SAFETY TIPS: 
 Frozen pipes: Precautionary measures can be taken to avoid burst pipes by leaving a faucet drip, even a     

trickle 
 Keep your thermostat at a constant temperature day and night   
 Check pipes that run along outside walls for proper insulation 
 Open kitchen and bathroom cabinets to allow warm air to circulate underneath  
 For your fireplace, make sure the flue is open when starting a fire 
 Have your chimney cleaned once a year by a certified chimney sweep 
 Use a fire screen to keep children and pets away from the fire 
 

CODE ENFORCEMENT: 
Please make sure that your address number is posted on your house, not just on the mailbox. This is to ensure 
that emergency vehicles can respond to the correct address. 
Our code enforcement officer will continue to possibly issue tickets for any code violations that are brought to our 
attention.  A few examples are: garbage cans must be covered and cannot be in front of the property, vehicles that 
are not registered or do not have license plates, garbage and debris around a building or wood/logs must be 
stacked correctly and cannot be in front of the property.  
 

To help prevent rodent harborage, please make sure you pick up after your dog or cat on your property and 
when walking your dog around the neighborhood or on school property.  Also, do not  stack wood or any debris 
around sheds, garages or in the backyard unless it is 12 inches off the ground.  A ticket could possibly be issued 
for all these violations. 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE SAFETY TIPS: 
Make sure your tree is away from any heat source, such as fireplaces, radiators, candles, heat vents or lights.  Be 
sure to add water daily.  Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit and turn off Christmas tree lights before       

leaving home or going to bed.  Dispose of trees after Christmas or when it is dried out. 



 

 

2023 Business Flower Pot Program 
 

Part of Building Justice Together focuses on the beautification and unity within the Village of 
Justice in conjunction with the Business Community.  The Flower Pot Program creates an 
opportunity for both entities to work together to create a welcoming and unified feel to the 
village and the businesses located within the village.  This is a year-by-year flower pot rental 
program that will begin in May and end in October of every year.  The program allows      
business owners to lease a 20” pot with fresh dirt and a fresh arrangement of flowers that 
will be delivered to the business location in May.  The business is responsible for watering 
their plants during the season. All flower pots will be picked up by the village in October and 
stored away for the winter season.  
 

If you are a business that is interested in leasing a Flower Pot and working with the Village in 
creating a   Family, Business and Community Friendly atmosphere, please fill out the          
application form that is available online at www.villageofjustice.org,  or at the Justice  
Building Department – 8748 W. 82nd Place, Justice, IL and send it in with payment to the 
Building Department.  Application and payment must be received by Friday, March 17, 
2023 to guarantee a flower pot for the 2023 season.  For more information contact us at          
(708) 458-2130. 
 

Economic Development 

“Building Justice Together” means it takes a community to make things happen.  We encourage 
you to shop and use the business services in Justice!  We would like to welcome the following new 
businesses to our community: 

New Businesses: 

One World Trucking, Inc. – a transportation business located at 8217 S. 86th Court, Justice – 
(312) 543-7231 
 

New Home Occupation Businesses: 

Four Seasons Property Services – Lawn Maintenance/Landscaping Business - (630) 340-7417 

New Comfort Inc. – HVAC Business - (708) 717-9995 

All Exterior Contractors, Inc. – Roofing & General Construction Business - (708) 929-4579 

Economic Development  

Friendly Reminders 
 

2023 Pet Tags  
 

2023 Animal Licenses may be purchased now at Village 
Hall - 7800 Archer Road.  The fee is $5.00 per animal      li-
cense.  The application must be accompanied by a valid ra-
bies vaccination certificate.  

 
 

Next Mobile Food Pantry Dates 
 

                 Date:          January 17, 2023  Date:          February 21, 2023   

         Location:          Village of Justice       Location:          St. Blase  

                         7800 Archer Road                                   7438 W 61st Place 

                         Justice, IL           Summit, IL  
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REMINDER: 
COLD WEATHER AND SNOW SEASON IS NOW HERE: 
FOR THE SAFETY OF PUBLIC WORKS AND OUR RESIDENTS PLEASE ADHERE TO THE FOLLOWING  
INSTRUCTIONS: 
1.) PLEASE do NOT run out to or next to the snow plows as they are driving by, this is a dangerous situation, not 
only for you, the resident, but also for our snow plow drivers. 
 

2.) Public Works Department spends long hours making sure our streets are clean of snow. 
PLEASE REMEMBER: Shoveling or plowing snow into village streets is against the law (a ticket could possibly 
be issued).  In the past, we have noticed several residents that snow blow or shovel snow onto the village streets 
soon after the snow plows have gone by.  We have also had several complaints by motorists driving by as they get 
hit with snow or come very close to running into snow blowers.  Again, this is not only dangerous for the resident, 
but also for the snow plow/drivers and also for vehicles driving on that street. 
 

3.) Make sure when shoveling or plowing driveways and sidewalks that all snow is disposed of onto grassy areas, 
NOT ON VILLAGE STREETS.  Also, be considerate of neighbors, do not shovel or plow snow onto their sidewalks 
and driveways. 
 

4.) PARKING: For safe and effective plowed streets, be sure not to park on village streets after a 1 inch snowfall, 
until streets are plowed. 
 

5.) GARBAGE CANS:   Place garbage cans, mobile basketball nets and all miscellaneous toys or equipment, ONLY 
on the driveway. 
 

6.) MAILBOX/DRIVEWAYS:  Be sure your mailbox is secured properly to the post to prevent plowed snow from 
dislodging it.  Unfortunately, when plowing the streets, Public Works cannot direct the snow away from the mail 
boxes or driveways.  It is the homeowner’s responsibility to make sure to clean all snow away from the front of 
your mailbox to ensure timely mail delivery.  Public Works will not clean snow away from mailboxes and will 

not come back and plow out driveways.  For residents that have a brick or concrete mailbox, please be 
aware that if they are hit by the plow in any way, Public Works does not replace or repair these              
mailboxes; these mailboxes are the owner’s responsibility.  The owner of the brick/concrete mailboxes 

are also responsible for any damage to the Public Work’s plow blade.  We will only replace these           
mailboxes with a standard mailbox. 
 

7.) FIRE HYDRANT:  In case of a heavy accumulation of snow, please help the fire department and make sure all 
fire hydrants are exposed for emergency use.  DO NOT PLOW SNOW ONTO FIRE HYDRANTS. 
 

8.) SENIOR DRIVEWAY PLOWING:  If you are a Senior Citizen, age 62 or older, handicapped, living alone and 
would like your driveway plowed, you must come into the Public Works office with your state issued ID/Driver’s 
License and complete the “Snow Plow Waiver”, without this waiver your driveway will not be plowed. 
 
9.) Chipping has been over since October 25th, please do not leave any tree branches or clippings in front of 
your property,  Public Works will not be picking them up and they can possibly cause a problem when we are 
snow plowing.  If you already have branches in front of your property, please remove them until the spring. 
 
10.) CHRISTMAS TREE PICK UP FOR SINGLE FAMILY HOMES ONLY: 
Our disposal service, Groot, will be picking up discarded Christmas trees during the first two weeks of January 
ONLY on your regular service day.  Public Works will not be picking up discarded Christmas trees. 

Public Works 



 Roberts Park Fire Protection District Cautions Residents  

About Potential Safety Cost of Alternative Heating Equipment 

 

Justice, Illinois — As energy costs reach record highs, many Americans are turning to portable electric space heaters 
and wood, pellet, coal or kerosene burning stoves and other non-traditional heating sources to defray costs.  With 
the increase in use comes an increase in fire risk.  Roberts Park Fire Protection District encourages residents to use 
caution when using alternative heating equipment this winter.  

 

According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), half of all home heating fires occur during the winter 
months.  On average, NFPA research shows that heating equipment is involved in an estimated 56,000 reported U.S. 
home structure fires per year, with associated loss of 470 civilian deaths, 1,490 civilian injuries and roughly $1.0     
billion in direct property damage per year. 

 

“As a leading cause of home fires, heating safety is a concern for every community every winter.  This year, with the 
projected increase in use of alternative heating equipment, families need to be especially vigilant to use all heating 
appliances properly,” said Fire and Life Safety Educator, Rebecca Scanlon.  

 

Roberts Park Fire Protection District is encouraging residents using pellet stoves, wood stoves, space heaters or any 
other home heating equipment this winter to follow this advice: 

 

• Space heaters need space. Keep all things that can burn, such as paper, bedding or furniture, at least 3 feet away 
from heating equipment. 

• Turn portable heaters off when you go to bed or leave the room. 

• Have your chimney inspected each year by a qualified professional and cleaned if necessary.  

• Use a sturdy fireplace screen.  

• Wood stoves should bear the label of a qualified testing laboratory.  

• In wood stoves, burn only dry, seasoned wood. In pellet stoves, burn only dry, seasoned wood pellets.  

• Allow ashes to cool before disposing. Dispose of ashes in a metal container. 

• Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each separate sleeping area and on every level of the home. For 
the best protection interconnect all smoke alarms throughout the home — when one sounds, they all sound. 

• Test smoke alarms at least once a month.  

• When using a fuel-burning portable heater, always use the proper fuel as specified by the manufacturer. When 
refueling, allow the appliance to cool and refuel outside.  

• Install and maintain a carbon monoxide alarm outside each separate sleeping area, on every level of the home, 
and other locations as required by laws, codes or standards. 

• Never use an oven to heat your home. 

 

For fuel assistance, contact the National Energy Assistance Referral line at 866-674-6327 or email                              
energyassistance@ncat.org. 

 

 

For more information contact:  

Rebecca Scanlon, Fire & Life Safety Educator 

Phone: 708-598-6752 Ext. 8214 

Email: publiceducation@rpfpd.org 

mailto:energyassistance@ncat.org



